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“Is God Finished with Israel?” 
Romans 11:1, 2 

 
Big Idea -  The Gospel/good news of Jesus Christ is for all nations.  
 
Saul begins persecuting Christians 
 
Acts 8:1 Saul agreed that the killing of Stephen was good. On that day the 
church of Jerusalem began to be persecuted, and all the believers, except the 
apostles, were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. 
 
God calls Saul to preach the good news 
 
Acts 9:1- 5 In Jerusalem Saul was still threatening the followers of the Lord by 
saying he would kill them. So he went to the high priest and asked him to write 
letters to the synagogues in the city of Damascus. Then if Saul found any 
followers of Christ’s Way, men or women, he would arrest them and bring them 
back to Jerusalem. So Saul headed toward Damascus.  
 
As he came near the city, a bright light from heaven suddenly flashed around 
him. Saul fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul! Why 
are you persecuting me?“ Saul said, “Who are you, Lord?“ The voice answered, 
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.  
 
Ananias’ fearful obedience 
 
Acts 9:13  “But Lord,” exclaimed Ananias, “I’ve heard many people talk about the 
terrible things this man has done to the believers in Jerusalem!  
14  And he is authorized by the leading priests to arrest everyone who calls upon 
your name.”  
15  But the Lord said, “Go, for Saul is my chosen instrument to take my message 
to the Gentiles and to kings, as well as to the people of Israel.  
16  And I will show him how much he must suffer for my name’s sake.” 
 
 
Paul’s concern for his people Israel 
 
 
Romans 10:1- 3 Dear brothers and sisters, the longing of my heart and my 
prayer to God is for the people of Israel to be saved. I know what enthusiasm 
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they have for God, but it is misdirected zeal. For they don’t understand God’s 
way of making people right with himself. Refusing to accept God’s way, they cling 
to their own way of getting right with God by trying to keep the law.  
 
4  For Christ has already accomplished the purpose for which the law was given. 
As a result, all who believe in him are made right with God.  
 
Romans 11:1  I say then, has God cast away His people? Certainly not! For I 
also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.  
 
2  No, God has not rejected his own people, whom he chose from the very 
beginning.  
 
When & why did God choose the Jewish people 
 
God’s call to Abraham as father of Jewish nation 
 
Genesis 12:1-4 Now the LORD had said to Abram: "Leave your country, your 
family and  your father's house, and go to a land that I will show you.  
2  I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name great; and 
you shall be a blessing.  
3  I will bless those who bless you,  I will curse him who curses you; in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed."  
4  So Abram departed as the LORD had spoken to him, and Lot went with him. 
And Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.  
 
 
Deuteronomy 7:7, 8 The LORD did not set His love on you nor choose you 
because you were more in number than any other people, for you were the least 
of all peoples;  but because the LORD loves you, and because He would keep 
the oath which He swore to your fathers, the LORD has brought you out with a 
mighty hand, and redeemed you from the house of bondage, from the hand of 
Pharaoh king of Egypt.  
 
9  Therefore know that the LORD your God, He is God, the faithful God who 
keeps covenant and mercy for a thousand generations with those who love Him 
and keep His commandments; 
 
God’s plans for Jews/Israel and Gentiles (everyone else) today.  
 
11 Did God’s people stumble and fall beyond recovery? Of course not! They 
were disobedient, so God made salvation available to the Gentiles. But he 
wanted his own people to become jealous and claim it for themselves.   
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 12  The Jews’ mistake brought rich blessings for the world, and the Jews’ loss 
brought rich blessings for the non-Jewish people. So surely the world will receive 
much richer blessings when enough Jews become the kind of people God wants.  
13  For I speak to you Gentiles; inasmuch as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I 
magnify my ministry,  
14  I hope I can make my own people jealous and, in that way, help some of 
them to be saved.  
 
15  When God turned away from the Jews, he became friends with other people 
in the world. So when God accepts the Jews, surely that will bring them life after 
death.  
 
Romans 11:24  It is not natural for a wild branch to be part of a good tree. And 
you who are not Jews are like a branch cut from a wild olive tree and joined to a 
good olive tree. But since those Jews are like a branch that grew from the good 
tree, surely they can be joined to their own tree again.  
25  I want you to understand this secret, dear brothers and sisters, so that you 
will not feel proud about yourselves. Some of the people of Israel have hard 
hearts, but this will last only until the full number of Gentiles comes to Christ.  
 
 
The Gospel of Jesus Christ is good news for everyone 
 
1 Corinthians 15:3  I passed on to you what was most important and what had 
also been passed on to me. Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said.  
4  He was buried, and he was raised from the dead on the third day, just as the 
Scriptures said. 
 
Romans 1:16 “…the Gospel is the power of God unto salvation to everyone who 
believes…” 
 

 


