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The Value of One Child 

Matthew 18:1-6; 19:13-15 

 

Matthew 18:1-6, 10 1  About that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, 

“Who is greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven?”  

2  Jesus called a little child to him and put the child among them.  

3  Then he said, “I tell you the truth, unless you turn from your sins and become 

like little children, you will never get into the Kingdom of Heaven.  

4  So anyone who becomes as humble as this little child is the greatest in the 

Kingdom of Heaven.  

5  “And anyone who welcomes a little child like this on my behalf is welcoming me.  

6  But if you cause one of these little ones who trusts in me to fall into sin, it would 

be better for you to have a large millstone tied around your neck and be drowned 

in the depths of the sea.  

10  “Beware that you don’t look down on any of these little ones. For I tell you that 

in heaven their angels are always in the presence of my heavenly Father. 

 

Matthew 19:13 One day some parents brought their children to Jesus so he could 

lay his hands on them and pray for them. But the disciples scolded the parents for 

bothering him.  

14  But Jesus said, “Let the children come to me. Don’t stop them! For the Kingdom 

of Heaven belongs to those who are like these children.”  

15  And he placed his hands on their heads and blessed them before he left. 

 

Big Idea – God rewards the humility of children & child-like faith. 

 

1. Whom did Jesus say was greatest in the kingdom of God? 

 

Matt. 18:2  Jesus called a little child to him and put the child among them.  

3  Then he said, “I tell you the truth, unless you turn from your sins and become 

like little children, you will never get into the Kingdom of Heaven.  

4  So anyone who becomes as humble as this little child is the greatest in the 

Kingdom of Heaven 

 



2. Jesus said we welcome Him when we welcome a child. 

 

Matt. 18: 5  “And anyone who welcomes a little child like this on my behalf is 

welcoming me.”  

 

 

 

3.Jesus warned against leading a child astray or looking down on them. 

 

Matt. 18: 6  But if you cause one of these little ones who trusts in me to fall into sin, 

it would be better for you to have a large millstone tied around your neck and be 

drowned in the depths of the sea.  

10  “Beware that you don’t look down on any of these little ones. For I tell you that 

in heaven their angels are always in the presence of my heavenly Father. 

Matthew 18:14  In the same way, it is not my heavenly Father’s will that even one 

of these little ones should perish. 

 

4.  Jesus made time for the children and prayed for them/blessed them. 

 

Matthew 19:13 One day some parents brought their children to Jesus so he could 

lay his hands on them and pray for them. But the disciples scolded the parents for 

bothering him.  

14  But Jesus said, “Let the children come to me. Don’t stop them! For the Kingdom 

of Heaven belongs to those who are like these children.”  

15  And he placed his hands on their heads and blessed them before he left. 

 

 

5.  Timothy is a good illustration of the potential of one child. 

 

2 Timothy 3:15  You have been taught the holy Scriptures from childhood, and they 

have given you the wisdom to receive the salvation that comes by trusting in Christ 

Jesus. 

 

the name Timothy means “one who honors God”.  He was named by his mother 

and grandmother, Lois and Eunice, who were devout Jews before they became 

believers.   

 



2 Timothy 1:5 I remember your true faith. That faith first lived in your grandmother 

Lois and in your mother Eunice, and I know you now have that same faith. 

 

They taught Timothy the scriptures from the time he was a child His father was a 

pagan Greek (Acts 16:1) who may have been dead by this time.   

 

 

1 Timothy 1:2  I am writing to Timothy, my true son in the faith.  

 

Paul calls Timothy his “true child in the faith” because he was Paul’s spiritual son, 

his disciple, his friend, his co-worker, and constant companion for about 15 years 

at the time this was written.    

 

Acts 16:1  Paul went first to Derbe and then to Lystra, where there was a young 

disciple named Timothy. His mother was a Jewish believer, but his father was a 

Greek.  

2  Timothy was well thought of by the believers in Lystra and Iconium,  

3  so Paul wanted him to join them on their journey. In deference to the Jews of 

the area, he arranged for Timothy to be circumcised before they left, for everyone 

knew that his father was a Greek.  

4  Then they went from town to town, instructing the believers to follow the 

decisions made by the apostles and elders in Jerusalem.  

5  So the churches were strengthened in their faith and grew larger every day.  

 

When he revisited Lystra on his second missionary journey, Paul chose Timothy 

to accompany him (Acts 16:1–3). Although Timothy was very young (probably in 

his late teens or early twenties, since about 15 years later Paul referred to him as 

a young man, 4:12), he had a reputation for godliness (Acts 16:2). Timothy was to 

be Paul’s disciple, friend, and co-laborer for the rest of the apostle’s life, ministering 

with him in Berea (Acts 17:14), Athens (Acts 17:15), Corinth (Acts 18:5; 2 Cor. 

1:19), and accompanying him on his trip to Jerusalem (Acts 20:4). He was with 

Paul in his first Roman imprisonment and went to Philippi (2:19–23) after Paul’s 

release.  

 

 

 

 


